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Yanks Imperil
Roer Cifadel

First Army Troops
Advance 17 Miles
inside Germany

By EDWARD KENNEDY .

PARIS. Dee, 11—tP—First Army
velerans drove within two and a
half miles of 1he Roer River vitadel
of Duren todoy and advinced 1'%
miles along the Aachen-Coloane
super-highway to Merken, 17 miles
inside Germany and ihe deepest
point of eonquest.

Fven as Licut. Gen. Courtney H.
Hodges shock traops in fres<b snow-
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areas west and north of the capital,
it was reported,
URITISH REINFORCED

British troops. who have been
battling the ELAS, also were res
perted beang reinforeed, apparently
for a show-down [izht,

A Government decree bssued by
the Minister of War called up
Greeks of the classes of 1935, 1936,
1937 and 18938, ,

Acute food shoriages and the Im-
minent danger of epidemics threat-
cned this strife-torn eapital today o
British heavy bombers for the first
time in the week-long avil strupsie
attaclked ELAS concentrations
around the city.

Wellingtons  and  cannon-firing
Spitfires  joined the sanguinary
fiahting—already reported lo have
cost the loftists 1500 kidled and 2500
wounded—after an  ELAS atfack
supported by mortars and artillery
had been repelled  yesterdny by
British troups using tank and field
guns.

Several shells fired from ELAS
positions fell near British headauar-
ters on the ecaslern eutskirts of the
city. Sniper bullels  struck  the
Grande Bretaghe Hotel, temporary
seal of the Greelr Governmen on
Constilition Sqguare. One 75-milii~
meter shell struck British  head-
quarters. The British 1eplied with
artiliery and moriars.

HEAYY RAINS

Heavy rain curiniled action during
the night but fires started by shell-
fire still were sinoking foday on the
northern slopes of the Acropelis,

AN unloading of relief ships at
Piraeus. port of Athens, was at a
standstill - and  UNRRA  attempts
1o organize soup kichens to re-
licve the siricken eivilian popula-
tion so far had failed. Large pum-
bers of dead were sti)l awaiting
burial.
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be told that the Germans belicve the
areal world alliance against them
is splintering,

Nothing in the past year has de-
lighted 1he Germans nore than dis-
patches fvom Washinglon. London
and Athens which they interpret as
an indication that the Anglo-Amer-
ican powers are determived to block
further Soviel expunsion in Europe
and the silence from  Moscow
which they say means the Russians
are not pleased,

Germans here say “we will never
have three masiers In Germany, but
only one.” They mean that when
German resistance ends the Nation
must be surrendered lo one of is
enemies, not not 1o a Russia, Britain
and United States for a divided oc-
cupation. Germany, they say, musi
remain uniled even in defeat,

The Germans® only hope for a
separate surrender is a break among
the Uniled Nations, With or without
a formal peace they argue they
could cease fighting on one {ront
while holding the other. This would
be done only if the Germans saw a
chance {o gain thereby,

That's why they are delighted
here to see dispatches in the Span.
ish press grouped under such head-
lines as “American press fears dis-
union in Allied camp.” “Churehill
oppesed 1o Communisl  dictator-
ship.”

The Germans are delighied with
anyihing drawing Allied attention
Away from the war with Germany,
They enjoy reading any news from
Washinglon inditating the Ameri-
cans arc eager to leave Europe and
concemrtrate on Japan.  Thev  are
pleased with any sians of British
distrus! of Russia or viee versa, and
last week they thought they sinw
hotlh.
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FOrTs Leave
Capital Aflame

Unescorted Planes
Make Bold Attacks,
Escape Unharmed

Ay MAC R. IQTINSON

HEADQUARTERS 21ST BOMBER
COMMAND, Saipan, Dee. 11-~UP
~«{Viz Navy radio).~Twa Super-
fortresses, raiding  Tokye seven
hours apart, kindled fires in ihe
enemy e¢apital that could be scen
fot 85 miles and set off explosions
in the harbor area, returning erew-
men yeported today,

The big planes, flying unescoried,
were assigned to a double purpese
“weather strike” from their Saipan
base.

The first B-20 over Tokyo on this
s»hifi, piloted by Lieut. Col. Robett
E. (Pappy) Haynes, Hermosa Beach,
Calif., dropped bombs at 8:28 pm.
December 10 (Tokyo time), setting
three lavge fires and seveval smaller
ones in the water{ront district.

(Late press dispatches revealed
that Second Lieuts. Joseph Lamog-
lia, 5441 Ruth Avente, Oakland.
and Jack C. Bussell, 153512 Milvia
Sireet, Berkeley, taok part in the
raids. Lamoglia. a vadio specialist,
is a crew member of Haynes' plane,
Thumper,” which has been over
Tokyo five times, Bussell was
aboard a plane commanded by
Licut. Willis Sutton of Atlanta, Ga.,
that started five fires in the Tokyo
industrial area.)

Members of Haynes' crew counteg

50 searchlights in action and the

bulk of the enemy garrison
{ighting a last-ditch struggle
against an American frontal
assaull  below Limon. Another
headed south, and already may have
effected A junciion wiih the Seve
enth division around the second en-
emy pocket.

SUPPLY GATEWAY FALLS

Ormoc, main Japancse supply and
reinforcement pateway on Leyie,
fell yesterday to velerans of the
77th only 72 hours after they had
driven ashore three miles to the
south in a surprise amphibious
landing.

The capture of Ormnce split off
the southern end of the gnemy's
Yamashila line beyond hope of re-
lief and complele eneirelement of
that pockel appeared imminent.

The Scventh Division. driving up
the west coast Irom Albuera, eight
and a half miles south of Qrmoc,
yeslerday was less than a mile from
a junction with the 77th and already
had established contact with ather
tarces moving across the inland
mountains {rom Mahonag, nine and
2 hall miles ¢ast of Ormeoc, | X

“Trapped and compressed info a
narrow pocketl by these three Alled
columns, the cpemy’s forces in the
soltthern segment of the Yamashita
line, although thousands streng, are
unable to extricate themselves™ Gen,
Douglas MacArthur reported in his
conmumunique.

LITTLE RETALIATION A

“They are being destroyed with
tittdle apportunity for effcctive re-
taliation. With their destruction,
our iroops from ihe south will be
in a position te take the northern
segment of the Yamashita line in
veverse.

The bloodiest fighting raged on

wanm Malihaue 10 milac nanth of



