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1, Ghronology
3 July - Crew of Major Merrill's plane never heard from after ta.'li:in.g off
on night raid against Kochi, Passengers were Lt, Colonel Griffith  Deputy
Group Commander, and Lt, Lamoglia, Group RCM Officer, The plsne's tail
gunner was T/Sgt, Hermann II who had participated in raids against Rome and
Berlin, a.nﬂ..l:md requested Pacific service,
g July - Major L, Trickey, Commanding Officer of the 870th Squadron,
is promoted to Lt, Colonel, A mumber of other promotions of rated personnel
ig recelved,
1é July - Three: (3) Alrplane Commanders completed thelr tour of duty at
the conclusion of a night mission; Cept. Crowder; Capt, Bowry and Lt, Vetters,
16 July - Notice received that 2lst Bomber Command had been redesignated
as 20th Alr Force,
19 July - 15th Photo Lab personnel strike their tents, and physically
move to the 73rd Wing bivouac area,
— Three (3) more Airplane Qommanders complete their tours of d:u.ty;.
Major Ted Morgen; Major J, M, Campbell and lst Lt. Robert Allen,
— Lt. Bodge and crew ditch on mission to Hitachi,

2t July - Seven (7) new crews participate in their first mission,

28 July - 869th Squadron runs Practice Mission agaihst Marcus, to test

frawfish equipment, Nquipment works satisfactorily, but Japs fail to cooper-
e . =
ate, as accurate A/A fire wounds one (1) man and damages nine (9) of ten (10)
aircraft participating,

- Wight incendiary mission againgt Ichinomiya, Rald was preceded

by a leaflet raid the night previous, listing that city, among eleven (11)
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a, Arrivale and Departures

Hone

b, ILogses in Action

The following members of Major Merrill!'s crew of the 870th Squadron,
and. including two (2) passengern: one (1) :'being iat. Colonel John H, Griffith,
- Deputy Group Commender, ere missing from the night raid of 3 July against
Kochi. The plane was never heard from after take off,

: Major Keith N, Merrill

. 1at Lt. Welter H, Fike Jr.
1st Lt, Buford P. Johnson
lst Lt. William D. Wilson
1=t Lt. Patrick B. Quinn
§/segt. Harry R, Hill
§/8gt. James E, Keenan
T/Sgt. Ddward ¥, Gawron
s/sgt. John I, Powell
Sgt. John T, Jenkine
T/Sgt. Kurt T. Herrmenn II
18t Lt. Joseph V., Lamoglia
Lt. Gol, John H. Griffith

The following members of Lt. BRodge's crew were killed when the plane

ditched shortly after toke off on & nlght incendiary misslon against Hitachi,

on 19 July.
lst Lt, Werner 5. Leu .
Cpl. Hobert J. Plotka
sgt. David ¢, Studdard %
The following men are listed as Missing in Action from the ssme action.

ond Lt. William E, lc Carthy
2nd Lt. Marvin B, Reinhardt

This man leter died of injuries received in the 'ﬁa:;sa di tching,

Znd It, Camile G, Callewaert
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heard from after take off, and the cause of its loss ls unkmnown,

At this point, a review of the highlights of sach nission is in order,
The raid of 1-2 July was againet Kumemoto, on Kyushu, TForty planes were
airborne, setting a new Group record, The raid was hampered by 10/10 under-
cast, =nd results were no better than good. 1/ Lt, Voigt ditched on return,
but everyone was rescued including two crew members who parachuted out,

Two nights later Kochi was the target., For the first time in quite a
while, the Group found good weather nve;_the target, cellent results were
achieved., Thermal currents tossed some aircraft one thousand feet. Lt Col
Davis who wasg riding as a passenger was cut and hruised, and he received

severe neck injuries necessitating ten days hospitalization due to the

sudden updraft, Four other men received lesser injuries from the same
cause, a_"-'_‘f

One sireraft was lost on this mission, Hajor Merrill and hias crew,
flying their 33rd mission &8 & replacement crew, took off, and were never
heard from sgain, One passenger on board was Lt Col John H, Griffith, Deputy
Group Commander, Also aboard as & passenger was lst Lt Josevh Lamoglia,
Group ROM Officer. On Major Merrill's crew, as Tall Gunner was T/szt. Kurt
Fermann II, The letter had received considersble publicity in the Stsotesn,
Lecange he hed flown over both Rone and Berlin, had coupleted a tour of duty

in the Turopean Thertre ond had volunteered for B-29 duty in the Pacific,

1/ 497BG S-2 Preliminary Mission Rpt for Gp 00, IMission No. 71, 1-2 July 1945,

_g,l" L497E¢ $-2 Prelininary lission Hpt for Gp CO, Mission To, 72, 3.4 July 1945.
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; He had ridden his luck and gunnery skill just a trifle too hard, =nd with
three missions to go, he and the rest of the crew disappeared. It is trust-
ed that they are safe somewhere, and are being reasonably well taken care of,

The raid on the night of 6.7 July was agaeinst Akashi, There was nothing
wmsval in the raid, which destroyed 2! pereent of the built-up area of the
city. 3/

The fourth mission of the month was the usual night incendiary type,
this time ogainst 3Saksi. The weather was clear, and excellent results were
achieved, U2 percent of the built-up area of the city was destroyed. Capt
Moore of the 870th Scuadron had e difficult time. He piloted a special
weather and radar jamming ship, He flew over the target for 40 minutes and
thns drew the attention of many searchlights and flak guns., His plane was
bzdly shot up, but he and his crew returned uninjvred. U/

The next mission wos the one really unsuccessful miession of the month,
The target was Ichinomiya, Just northwest of Negoya., The target did not lend
itself to accurate radar bombirg, and results later showed that only eight-
tenths of one percent of the city wes burned, indicating, 28 General (0'Donnell
later said at a Group briefing, that only two or three planes in the whole
Wing drooned 6n the target. 5/

The next city to be attscked, was that of Oita, which wes hit on the

night of 16-17 July., The weather was clear end excellent results were

3/ 49726 S-2 Preliminary lission Bot for Gp €O, Hission Io. 73, 6-7 July 1945,

L/ Lo7BG S-2 Preliminary Mission Bpt for Gp €O, Hission Mo, Th, 9-10 July 1945.

.EI! L97BG S-2 Preliminary Hission Rpt for Gp CO, Mission FNo, 75, 12-13 July 191!.5,




